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Castle Rock Ridge to Chapel Rock  
Transmission Project
NOVEMBER 2015 UPDATE

November 2015

THANK YOU
Thank you for your participation in the Castle Rock Ridge to Chapel Rock 
Transmission Project. This newsletter provides you with an update about our 
progress on the project and next steps. We have also included an updated 
map to show all proposed routes that remain under consideration. 

POTENTIAL GOOSE LAKE SUBSTATION CONNECTION
We have identified a potential new route option for the project. This new option 
is the result of input from stakeholders and restrictions on crossing the Oldman 
Dam Provincial Recreation Area (ODPRA). We are now exploring a route that 
would terminate at the Goose Lake Substation as an alternative connection point 
for the proposed transmission line.

During the route development process for this project stakeholders asked that we 
consider ending the line at the Goose Lake Substation, rather than continuing north 
to the Castle Rock Ridge Substation, as proposed with the original south route. 

Please see the attached map for a detailed overview of the potential new option, 
which is outlined in purple. Also shown on the map are other routes still under 
consideration for this project. 

The option to end the line at the Goose Lake Substation provides some 
advantages compared to the original south route. The potential new  
route option:

•  would be two kilometres (1.2 miles) shorter in the event AltaLink is unable to 
cross the ODPRA 

•  would eliminate the need to expand the Castle Rock Ridge Substation

•  would avoid potential impacts to the Cowley Ridge wind turbines and the 
CPR railway

• parallels an existing transmission line for an additional 2.4 kilometres (1.5 
miles) from point D10 to the Goose Lake Substation

The Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) has granted AltaLink permission 
to study this potential route and end point to ensure potential impacts are 
understood. Should this option be viable, the AESO will then determine 
whether it is acceptable with regards to the planning and operation of the 
transmission system.

DEFINITION:

Alberta Electric System
Operator
The Alberta Electric System Operator 
(AESO) is an independent, not-for-
profit organization responsible for the 
safe, reliable and economic planning 
and operation of the provincial 
transmission grid. If you have any 
questions or concerns about the need 
for this project you may contact the 
AESO directly.

Want to receive project 
updates via e-mail? 
Visit altalink.ca/projects/CRRCR to 
subscribe.
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1201L noise concern update 
We have heard from landowners that the existing 500 kilovolt (kV) 1201L 
transmission line is creating noise during windy conditions. The noise concern 
raised by landowners regarding the existing 1201L transmission line west of 
Highway 22 has been investigated by an acoustical noise expert and AltaLink 
has been advised that the probability for the 500 kV lines proposed for this 
project to produce a similar noise is very low and the incidences of noise 
would be very infrequent.

It was incorrectly noted in our April 2015 information package that the 500 kV 
section of the proposed project will use different conductors than the existing 
1201L transmission line. The conductors used for the 500 kV sections of the 
proposed project will be the same as the existing 1201L transmission line. 

AltaLink plans to install additional spacer dampers on sections of the 
existing 1201L transmission line in 2016. Spacer dampers reduce vibration 
along the conductors of the transmission line and the external acoustical 
noise expert believes this may help reduce noise along the line. AltaLink 
will continue to monitor the situation as we work to find a solution. 

Proposed 170L transmission line realignment
AltaLink is proposing to relocate approximately 3.6 kilometres (2.2 miles) of 
the existing 170L transmission line near Lee Lake into the Highway 507 road 
allowance. This will allow the proposed 240 kV transmission line right-of-way 
to overlap the previously disturbed 15 metre (49 feet) 170L right-of-way and 
minimize new impacts.  

The realignment is proposed for the west side of the road allowance because 
an existing Fortis distribution line, which provides power to all neighbouring 
homes in the area, is on the east side. 

The relocated portion of the 170L transmission line will be placed one metre 
(3.2 feet) inside the Highway 507 road allowance on single pole structures 
and would require a 10 metre (32 feet) easement on private property. A 
one kilometre (0.6 miles) section of the proposed 240 kV transmission line 
north of Highway 507 will move 30 metres (98 feet) to the north to avoid an 
existing pipeline.  

The attached map shows a detailed overview of the proposed relocation. 
Please note that this proposed realignment will only occur if this route is 
selected by the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC). 

Existing 1201L transmission 
line shown above

Existing 170L transmission line 
shown above

Single pole structures for the 
proposed 170L realignment will be 
similar to the above
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Minor routing adjustments
Based on stakeholder feedback we have made minor route adjustments 
in the areas outlined below. These adjustments are also shown on the 
attached map.  

UNITED DOUKHOBORS OF ALBERTA CEMETERY:

A portion of the proposed transmission line will be adjusted near the 
United Doukhobors of Alberta Cemetery. The route is currently planned to 
be approximately 30 metres (98 feet) east of the property line. However, 
AltaLink continues to consider routing immediately west of the cemetery.

CROWSNEST/PINCHER CREEK REGIONAL LANDFILL:

AltaLink is realigning the proposed transmission line in this area due 
to future expansion plans for the landfill. This adjustment also reduces 
potential impacts to the Cowley Wind Farm.

BETWEEN MAP DESIGNATION POINTS B70 AND B75:

Structure locations have been adjusted in this area based on additional 
engineering. These changes also result in a reduction in the number of 
structures required along this route.

CASTLE RIVER WIND FARM:

The proposed transmission line in this area is being adjusted to avoid impacts 
on an irrigation pivot and to maintain setback distances from turbines.

BETWEEN MAP DESIGNATION POINTS A75 AND A85:

We are proposing an additional variant route between these two 
designation points based on landowner consultation and additional field 
work. This route is seen as a viable option, along with the current proposed 
route between these two points.

AltaLink will contact all occupants, residents, and landowners who are on or 
directly adjacent to the proposed transmission line adjustments to request 
input on the proposed changes as we move forward.

DEFINITION:

Alberta Utilities
Commission
The Alberta Utilities Commission
(AUC) ensures the fair and
responsible delivery of Alberta’s
utility services. AltaLink submits
applications for new transmission
projects to the AUC and the AUC
reviews them in a public process.



4

Pr
in

te
d 

on
 p

ap
er

 u
si

ng
 p

os
t-

co
ns

um
er

 c
on

te
nt

Temporary construction yards and access trails
Temporary construction yards will be required in certain locations during 
construction. These yards will be used to store construction materials and will 
range in size depending on the requirements at each location. Some locations 
may also be used as helicopter staging areas. Locations where yards may be 
required are identified on the attached map. 

Additional access trails are also identified in some areas. These are required in 
locations with limited or otherwise difficult access to the right-of-way.

Further details regarding temporary construction yards and access trails will 
be provided as the project progresses. AltaLink will contact landowners to 
discuss the potential for these additional workspaces. 

What are our next steps?
We are currently assessing all of the potential routes identified so far in 
greater detail to identify those that provide a low impact solution. In our 
facilities application to the AUC we will be including routes that we believe  
are low impact viable routes that meet the AESO’s requirements for this 
project. More than two potential routes may be presented to the AUC as  
part of our application. 

AltaLink anticipates filing a facilities application with the AUC by the end of 
2015. However, prior to filing our application for this project, we must first 
receive a direction to file from the AESO.

The AUC will review the facilities application through a process in which 
stakeholders can participate. To learn more about the AUC process and 
how you can become involved, please refer to the brochure included in this 
package titled Public involvement in proposed utility development.

INCLUDED IN THIS 
INFORMATION 
PACKAGE:
• Project map
• AUC brochure: Public 

involvement in a proposed 
utility development

2611 - 3rd Avenue SE
Calgary, Alberta T2A 7W7

CONTACT US

1-877-269-5903
stakeholderrelations@altalink.ca

Visit us online at
www.altalink.ca/projects/CRRCR


